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Australian military history -- 20th century
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Brian Dugan Beddie (15 November 1920 — 26 February 1994) went to the University of Sydney in 1938, studying Philosophy under
Professor John Anderson. He then commenced law studies but after the bombing of Pearl Harbour enlisted in the army as a gunner.

In May 1944, he joined the Department of External Affairs as a diplomatic cadet. After accompanying Sir Keith Officer on short-term
missions to Indonesia and Thailand and a posting in Singapore, he returned to External Affairs in Canberra at the end of 1946. He left
the Department to join Canberra University College in 1948, where he lectured in politics. When the college closed in 1952, he went to
the London School of Economics on a Rockefeller Scholarship where he started his PhD supervised by the political theorist, Michael
Oakeshott.

In 1955, Beddie returned to Australia to take up a senior lectureship at the Australian National University. There, with Professor L F
Crisp, he established a department of political science. He left ANU in 1970 to take up the foundation Chair in Government at the
University of New South Wales at RMC Duntroon. There he was Professor of Government and for a time Dean of the Faculty of Military
Studies. He retired in 1984 just before the new ADFA campus opened. He was made a Professor Emeritus by UNSW
https://www.unsw.edu.au/about-us/emeriti/list-emeriti. There is an annual prize awarded in his name at UNSW Canberra for the best
performance in final year International and Political Studies.

Beddie served two terms as editor of Australian Outlook and was for seven years Research Chairman of the Australian Institute of
International Affairs. He was a member of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection comprises notes, copies and press clippings, collected and arranged in a logical way by Professor Brian Beddie and
related to books he authored which are considered to be seminal works: 'An education for officers' and 'Some aspects of aid to the civil
power in Australia’. The collection reflects his research interests and breadth of scholarship.

ACCESS RESTRICTIONS

Access: Open access

Copying: Copying of material written by Brian Beddie approved. Copying of other material subject to standard terms of the Copyright
Act.

SOURCE OF ACQUISITION

The collection was transferred from the Royal Military College, Duntroon to the Academy Library, ADFA.
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